
he University of what? they ask. Of Gastro-
nomic Sciences, you say. In lta1y. The one co-
founded by Slow Food. Gastroenterology?

they titter. Gastric-bypass science?
It will go on for a bit. They've got a million of

'em. But so the conversation begins.
By the time you get through explaining lhe et-

ymology of gastronomy (effeclively, the rules of the
stomach), the university's integrated, cross-discr-
plinary approach and the Slow Food connection,
you're usually ready to take another htt. So you
must be a really good cook now. Whatb your fa-
vorite thing to make?You make a mental note, for
the next time you will perform thrs opening salvo:
mention the fact that it's not a cool<tng school.

These conversations have been good practice
for me, however, because in November of last year I
graduated from the University of Gastronomic Sci-
ences master's program in food culture and com-
munications, and have now started working for it.
So in my current role, I do need some snappy and
straightforward explanations of what the hell a gas-
tronomy universrty actually is.

A young organization, UNISG (the school's
equally alien acronym) recognized quickly the need
to do outreach to other academrc rnstitutions, to
the Slow Food community internationally and to a
broader media base outside of Italy. So, since Feb-
ruary, that's been me. This means lots of hands-on
relationship building, clear and comprehensive
communications and finding like-minded champi-
ons mthin our many communities to help with vis-
ibility and, importantly, applicants.

It's a relatively big challenge. Few universi-
ties teach food studies as a distinct, self-con-
tained academic construct. Though some are
starting to develop such programs, it is an early
time in our history. Often associated with facul-
ties of geography, nutrition or public health, food
studies is in somewhat the same position today
that women's studies likely found itself in some
40 years ago. i imagine that the same vice-deans
who stood around then, guffawing at the need to
"study" women, have bred a new generation of

food-studres scoffers. Oh yeah, gimme thatbagel.
Ill study it for ya.

Bul grven multlple crises-social, environmen-
tal, human health-plus food-fear exploitation,
crumbling gastronomic identities and dwindling
biodiversity, the time is certainly upon us to formal-
ize the study of food. It was long disregarded as a
base subject by the academes, a matter of the
body, not the mind. And given food's primacy in
our day-to-day lives, studying it intensely in all its
meaning and implicatrons might drive one mad by
over-saturation. (I somelimes suspect that might
have happened to some of us in the master's pro-
Wam ... at least temporarily.) So it is a critical peri-
od for the university to exist, and to grow, and to
star[ producing new food fellows with the ski]ls and
context to lead change. Some of them might take
part rn Slow Food organizations around the world.

L'Unrversita degli studi di scienze gastro-
nomiche came about in 2003, a co-venture of Slow
Food and the regions of Predmont and Emilia-Ro-
magna. With its two campuses in Pollenzo (south of
T\rrin) and Colorno (noth of Parma), the university
offers four programs in food studies at both under-
graduate and master's levels. Taught in various
combinations by a faculty of both permanent and
vrsiting lecturers, communications and economics
are scheduled alongside biochemistry and botany;
anthropology and social psychology are interlaced
with historical production techniques and industri-
al sensory analysis. Throw in a little branding,
some policy and geography, countless tasting labs
and a hefty dose of (non-academic) conviviality,
and you have one UNISG.

Ah, UNISG. The temptation for me now is to
get personal. To describe my own extraordinary
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